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If a mixture of benzotrichloride and water is subjected
to pyrogenic decomposition, the yield of tolane dichlorides,
tri- and tetrachlorides is very small, although these substances
do not entirely disappear. Benzaldehyde and benzoic acid
become the chief products. The benzaldehyde is apparently
the reaction product of chlorphenylmethylene with water, and
the benzoic acid the oxidation product of the benzaldehyde by
the intermediately occurring chlorine. Benzalchloride, in the
presence of water, gives benzaldehyde; no benzoic acid is
formed.
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